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Department  of  Health  and  Emronmental  Sciences 
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Director 
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Yellowstone  City-County  Health  Department,  Rooms  310-311,  Courthouse,  Billings,  MT  59101 
Yellowstone  City-County  Planning  Board,  Room  303,  Courthouse,  Billings,  MT  59101 
Governor's  Office,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Information  Unit,  Dept,  of  Health  & Env.  Sciences,  Helena,  MT  596(3^^^ 

Montana  State  Library,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59601 

of  Community  Affairs,  Helena,  MT  59601 
of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena,  MT  59601 
of  Highways,  Helena,  Mt  59601 

of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena,  Mt  59601 
Montana  Bureau  of  Mines  & Geology,  c/o  Montana  Tech,  W.  Park  St,,  Butte, 

Fire  Marshal  Bureau,  Department  of  Justice,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  1629  Ave.  D,  Billings,  MT  59101 


Department 

Department 

Department 

Department 


DOCUMENTS  COLLECTIOff 

JUL  3 1 1979 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  E Lyndale  Ave. 
Helena^  Montana  59601 

Mt  59701 


Office  of  Interstate  handsales  Registration,  Attn:  Carlton  Goodwin,  Title  Bldg., 

Room  324,  909  - 17th  St.,  Denver,  CO  80202 
Yellowstone  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Billings,  MT  59101 
Yellowstone  County  Sheriff,  Courthouse,  Billings,  MT  59101 
Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Ken  Korte,  Montana  Historical  Society,  225  N,  Roberts,  Helena,  MT  59601 
John  Seader, Myles  Egan,  Wally  Mading,  1925  Central  Avenue,  Billings,  MT  59102 
Sanderson/Stewart/Gaston,  Engineering  Inc.,  1629  Ave.  D,  Suite  7A,  Billings,  MT  59101 
Yellowstone  Valley  Electric  Co-op,  Hentley,  MT  59037 
O'Donnell  Fire  Service,  2401  Second  Ave.  North,  Billings,  MT  59101 
Mountain  Bell,  202  N.  30th,  Billings,  MT  59101 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Re;  CROOKED  CREEK  SUBDIVISION 
Yellowstone  County 


The  enclosed  preliminary  environmental  review  has  been  prepared  for  Crooked 
Creek  Subdivision  in  Yellowstone  County,  and  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Questions  and  comments  will  be  accepted  until  August  7,  1979.  One  extension  of  time 
not  to  exceed  seven  days  will  be  granted  upon  request  if  there  is  sufficient  reason 
for  the  request.  All  comments  should  be  sent  to  the  undersigned, 


Sincerely, 


Edward  W.  Casne,  P.E.,  Chief 
Subdivision  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


EWC/APK/vf 
Enc . 


EEO/AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  AGENCY 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Division/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division  / Subdivision  Bureau 


Project  or  Application  Crooked  Creek  Subdivision 


Description  of  Project  This  is  a 52  lot,  80  acre  proposed  subdivision  located  in  the 
NWL;  Section  2,  T.2N,  R.  27E.  , P.M.M.  approximately  mile  north  of  Shepherd  in 

Yellowstone  County.  Lots  range  in  size  from  1.0003  acres  to  3,4909  acres.  The 

lots  are  designed  for  single  family  residences  and  would  be  served  by  individual 

water  and  sewer  systems. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


8. 


Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 
Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 
Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 
Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 
Aestheti cs 
Ai r quali ty 
Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 
Demands  on  envi ronmen- 
tal  resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 
Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown 


Comments 

Attached 


on 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agri cul tural  or  i n- 
dustrial  production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  qualit, 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activitie 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  populatio 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flow 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Billings  - Yellowstone  City  - County 

Planning  Board 

Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Crooked  Creek  Environmental  Assessment 
John  Ewing,  Planner;  Shepherd  School  Superintendent 

Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  Recoinmend  not  to  prepare  an  eis. 


PER  Prepared  by:  Alfred  P.  Kennner 

Date:  7-6-79  


DHES/ESD-2 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Montana  State  Library 


https://archive.org/details/preliminaryenvir1979kepp 
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AESTHETICS 


Eighty  acres  of  crop  and  pasture  land  would  be  converted  to  residential  resulting 
in  a visual  impact.  The  restrictive  covenants  are  drafted  to  Insure  that  certain 
standards  are  met  to  maintain  an  aesthetically  pleasing  neighborhood. 

HISTORICAL  AND  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  SITES 


This  property  does  not  contain  any  known  historical  or  archaeological  sites.  However 
an  archaeological  survey  has  not  been  made  to  date, 

LOCAL  AND  STATE  TAX  BASE  AND  TAX  REVENUE 

The  80  acre  site  currently  carries  an  assessed  valuation  of  $8,630.00.  Taxes  are 
$418.02.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue  will  obviously  Increase  due  to 
higher  valuation  of  residential  subdivision  lots  versus  crop  and  pasture  land.  In 
order  to  get  a clear  picture  of  the  overall  economic  effect  on  local  government, 
the  demand  for  services  must  be  considered.  Generally  a single  family  residential 
subdivision  does  not  generate  enough  tax  revenue  to  pay  for  all  the  services.  The 
cost  can  only  be  met  by  increasing  general  tax  levies  throughout  the  community. 

The  tax  base  can  be  increased  by  new  industry  which  is  not  likely  in  this  area  at 
this  time. 

AGRICULTURAL  OR  INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION 


Fifty-seven  acres  of  this  property  is  irrigated  land  that  could  possibly  produce 
about  2,744  bushels  of  wheat  or  284  tons  of  alfalfa  hay  annually.  As  irrigated 
pasture  the  entire  80  acres  could  support  47  animal  units  for  nine  months. 

DEMANDS  FOR  GOVERNMENT  SERVICES 


The  superintendent  of  the  Shepherd  schools  had  the  following  comments  to  make  concerning 
the  effect  of  the  subdivision  on  the  school  system: 

"Shepherd  Public  School  has  two  districts,  elementary  and  high  school 
and  one  educational  system  and  plant  that  runs  on  a 1-8  and  9-12  basis. 

Our  present  elementary  enrollment  is  301  and  325  is  capacity.  Even 
with  301  students  we  moved  the  6th  grade  to  another  older  building  due  to 
unequal  class  size. 

Our  present  high  school  enrollment  is  196  and  we  expect  215-20  in 
the  fall  of  1978.  Our  capacity  in  high  school  is  225  under  present  conditions. 

We  feel  stick  built  homes  generate  between  1.15  and  1.25  students  per  unit. 

School  District  #37  has  retained  an  architectural  firm  to  plan  for  a 
six  room  additional  to  the  elementary  building  and  hopefully  (if  the  bond 
passes)  to  have  it  completed  by  the  fall  of  1979  for  occupancy.  This  in 
turn  should  free  up  2 rooms  for  high  school  use. 
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As  to  the  question  of  handling  the  anticipated  increase,  we  would 
need  the  following:  (1)  additional  staff,  (2)  additional  building  space. 
Please  let  me  explain,  in  the  last  two  and  half  months  Shepherd  School 
District  #37  has  been  hit  with  the  following  subdivisions: 

A.  A 100  unit  west  of  Larimer  Road.  (In  our  high  school  district  only). 

B.  A 58  unit  east  of  Larimer  Road.  (high  school  & elementary  district). 

C.  A six  unit  3/8  mile  north  of  Shepherd.  (Elementary  & High  School). 

D.  A 53  unit  1/2  mile  north  of  Shepherd.  (Elementary  & High  School). 

B.  A 35  unit  north  of  the  #2  feedlot,  (Elemenatry  & High  School). 

Alone  these  could  be  handled  with  relative  ease  of  absorption  of  students 
over  a ten  year  period,  collectively  the  Impact  appears  to  be  staggering.  It 
appears  to  the  trustees  of  School  District  #37  that  subdivisions  force  schools 
to  attempt  to  pass  bond  issues  to  build  buildings.  We  realize  this,  but  are 
concerned  about  the  quality  of  education  under  these  conditions.” 

Fire  protection  can  be  provided  by  the  O’Donnell  Fire  Service  Company.  However  the 
nearest  fire  station  is  ten  miles  away. 

TRAFFIC  NETWORKS  AND  TRAFFIC  FLOWS 

Using  a standard  of  six  one-way  trips  per  day  per  housing  unit,  a total  of  312 
trips  could  be  generated  dally  by  the  completed,  fully  occupied  subdivision.  The 
proposed  subdivision  will  have  some  Impact  on  the  intersection  of  Shepherd  Road  and 
Highway  312,  the  Roundup  Road  intersection,  and  the  intersection  of  Lake  Elmo  Drive 
and  Main  Street  in  the  Billings  Heights  area. 
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